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Wow!  It’s hard to believe that another “year” has gone by and it’s 
time for summer.  As the editor of the newsletter, I want to thank all 
of you who have submitted articles for the newsletter.  Without your 
help, I could not have informed our membership of all the wonder-
ful accomplishments and fun activities we do in AAUW.   

Taking on the responsibility of being a Board member takes a lot of 
time and effort. Thank you Board members for your hard work.   I 
appreciate all the time and effort you put into this organization as  
well as the articles you write for the newsletter.  Thank you for get-
ting all your information to me by the 25th of the month...it sure has 
made my job a lot easier!  Sincere appreciation to Nedda Altschuld 
who helps me by looking over the newsletter and letting me know 
when I’ve missed something important or if there needs to be a 
correction.  I always feel confident that Nedda ‘has my back’! 

For me, some of the highlights have been Tacos N’ Tunes, the 
awards and scholarship presentations,  as well as the guest speak-
ers we have been so privileged to hear.  To recall, we learned 
about the Gathering Place, Hiking the Camino de Santiago, and 
Women in the Military.   We had to reschedule “Angel of the War-
saw Ghetto” due to bad weather, but it’s a presentation we hope to 
hear in the fall.  Let’s not forget our Holiday Banquet and the End 
of Year get together in May.  

This last AAUW Newsletter has pictures and information about our 
high school award recipients. Thanks  to Pat Kammerling for mak-
ing those presentations.   The next AAUW Newsletter will be sent 
out around September 1.  I do want to encourage you to think 
about how you can participate with the  AAUW Newsletter by sub-
mitting something of interest...If it’s interesting to you, it will proba-
bly be interesting to others. Have a great summer. 

Kathy Chavez 

Submit to Kathy 
Chavez by the 
25th of the Month, 
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Co-President’s Message 
Jane Ott 

May 2015 
 
First, I’d like to thank all those members who have contributed to a successful year for our branch.   
Many of you have responded to requests for help with branch activities.  The Tacos ‘ N Tunes, si-
lent auctions and grocery store cards have again funded our high school STEM awards and schol-
arships.  We have enjoyed some very interesting programs (and look forward to the May meeting in 
Louviers - hope you can plan to attend).  So many times someone who cannot make the time com-
mitment to hold an office or chair a committee has said “but I can help in this way”…  
 
I began listing names, but decided not to take that approach because someone might not receive 
due recognition.  Those completing terms, those who chaired committees, those who volunteered 
for special events, those continuing in office -  all deserve recognition.  
 
As I leave office I would like to take this opportunity to mention to you a couple of books that ad-
dress the concerns I have regarding the future of public education in our country. 
 
The first is “Degrees of Inequality:  How the politics of higher education changed the American 
dream” by Suzanne Metler, a professor at Cornell University. In her book she reviewed the history 
our government has had of promoting higher education for citizens of all economic levels.  The his-
tory includes the GI Bill, Pell Grants, and the Morrill Act that enabled Americans from across the in-
come spectrum to attend college.   She demonstrated that since 1980 the efforts to offer equal op-
portunities to all have stalled.   Increasingly, politics has intruded into the higher education system.  
For-profit colleges have been receiving a larger allotment of government funds while serving the 
less privileged students. But the tuition at those colleges is so high that students often need large 
loans.  Graduates of those college often have higher debts upon graduation and less chance of 
earning the salaries to repay the debt.  And the graduation rate from these colleges or technical 
schools is lower than at public universities and colleges.   
 
This book was not a quick read.  Despite the discussion of quite complex, detailed statistical stud-
ies, I felt that overall I was left with a better understanding of the extent to which politicians have im-
periled our higher education system.  This is an indictment of politicians from both major parties. 
 
The second is “Our kids: the American Dream in Crisis” by Robert D. Putnam. He is a Harvard so-
cial scientist, who has advised both Republican and Democratic presidents about social and educa-
tional policies.  He presents academic studies and also portraits of individual high and low income 
students.  For the personal stories he draws on interviews with  graduates from his high school 
class of 1959 in  Port Clinton, Illinois.  He  documents an “opportunity gap” that is emerging.   The 
American dream of improving one’s life by ability and effort through education has been dimmed.  
He feels there are growing disparities between the education received by students, almost from 
their time in the womb.  One element of this disparity is the increasing segregation of students so 
that economic classes no longer intermingle in a neighborhood school. The chance of education 
leveling the playing field seems to be diminishing. 
 
I felt this book was also non-partisan.  A reader is left to draw his own conclusions about how we 
arrived at this state of affairs, and it doesn’t even seem important.  I think it’s unlikely that you can 
finish this book and fail to be concerned about  the possible implications for public education. 
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Co-President’s Message 

Doris MacDougall 

May 2015 

 

The  Colorado State Convention at the Hilton on the Colorado State University campus in Ft. Collins 
– that’s where Kendra O’Hayre, Dorothy Nugent, Marcia Miller, Beryl Jacobson and myself repre-
sented the Douglas County Branch.  We were informed and entertained by five dynamic speakers.  
We heard about the excellent health of the Colorado Girl Scout program from the forward-thinking 
CEO, Stephanie Foote, followed by Mr. John Howe, Asst. Principal at Preston Middle School in Fort 
Collins and Founder of The STEM Summer Institute.  Preston’s curriculum emphasizes STEM op-
portunities at the middle school level.  Two of his students wowed us with projects and classes they 
have already taken:  robotics, astronomy, flight simulation, engineering, seed germination, and digi-
tal photography.  These two were  6

th
 and 8

th
 grade girls!!   We also learned about the CSU Pay Eq-

uity Study from Diana Prieto, Executive Director for Human Resources and Equal Opportunity  for 
the school.  The Study was prepared for the Faculty and Administrative/Professional staff, which in-
cluded many variables and issues that surfaced from this study  and are being addressed by the 
University.  

 

Over lunch, AAUW awards were presented by Colorado State President Marilyn Zimmerman, and 
Douglas County was presented with the  First Place Certificate for the most Combined Giving to 
AAUW Funds in  2014 – so we all deserve a pat on the back! 

 

Kate Farrar, a very enthusiastic young woman, holds the title of Vice President of AAUW Campus 

Leadership Programs.  She presented a video entitled “One AAUW”, which is a must for one of our 

future branch programs.  Her goal is to increase AAUW awareness on college campuses  promoting 

the STEM career paths while stressing the low percentage of women entering the engineering and 

computer science fields.   

After the official State Board Meeting where incoming officers were nominated and elected, (and 

Douglas County resident, Amy Blackwell is now president-elect),  we were entertained by Elsa 

Wolff, i.e. “Amelia Earhart, Queen of the Air”.  Ms. Wolff portrayed Amelia in dress and 1
st
 person 

narrative on how she became interested in flying back in 1918, had to find a female instructor as 

spending “time alone” with a man was a no-no, made her first flight across the Atlantic as a Log 

Captain in 1928(she was not allowed to pilot the plane), finally flew solo over the ocean from New 

York to Britain in 1932, and then mapped out her flight plan in 1937 for flying “around the world”.   

Out of character, she then explained how 80 percent of Amelia’s final flight had been completed 

when her plane was lost.  Her implied message to us was to never say “I can’t do it because I’m a 

woman”, but to follow dreams and goals, just as Amelia Earhart did 90 years ago.  Her presentation 

was a thoughtful and fitting end to the convention. 
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Douglas County Branch AAUW Minutes 
April 15, 2015 

Submitted by Pat Proctor, acting secretary 
 

 The meeting held at the Methodist Church in Castle Rock was the annual award to the STEM female high 
school seniors.  Pat Kammerling introduced each and read the letters of recommendation submitted by their 
teachers.  The recipients are from Highlands Ranch, Castleview, and Douglas County high schools. Refresh-
ments were provided by the AAUW members. 

The business meeting was called to order by President Doris MacDougall at 8:15 p.m. 

 

Business Meeting 

Approval of Minutes 

Diane Norten made a request to amend the minutes of the March meeting.  Under NEW BUSINESS, the sen-
tence which read: Diane Norten drew our attention particularly to the proposal to open membership to any 
and all interested persons. The second half of the sentence to be eliminated.  It was moved and seconded to 
make this correction and was carried by a unanimous vote. 

Approval of Treasurer’s Report 

It was moved and seconded to approve the treasurer’s report. The motion was carried by a unanimous vote. 

Committee Reports 

Program: Peggy Servaas 

The May 20th program will take place at the Louviers Club house in Louviers, CO. Dinner will be at 6:15 p.m.; 

The program: The History of Louviers, given by a historian from the DC library, will be at 7:00 p.m. A busi-
ness meeting will follow at 7:45 p.m. 

Beryl Jacobson and Kendra O’Hayre will have arranged a dinner. Attendees will pay $10 to cover dinner ex-
penses. 

Volunteer helpers have been asked to arrive at the Club house at 5:00 p.m.  Twenty-three members have 
signed up so far.   

It is suggested that car pools be formed to drive to Louviers. 

Fund-Raising: Stephanie Fong and Marcia Miller 

A committee of 10 members has met once to discuss how to spend money this next year. There will not be 
many changes for the 2015/16 year.  It was decided to continue with Tacos and Tunes as it has proven to be 
a very worthwhile fund raiser.  The location for the event is to be determined. 

Membership: Pat Proctor 

Several Branch Renewal applications have been turned in along with the annual dues.  The application form 
was sent via e-mail to the membership.  Pat Proctor has copies of the form if needed.  Dues and forms are 
due in June. They can be mailed or will be collected at the May meeting.  Our treasurer will have some news 
regarding dues payment. 

Communications/Web Site: Jane Ott 

We are reminded that the web site is an excellent source of information and is updated regularly.  It lists all 
meetings and events.  The web site can be accessed by http://douglascounty-co.aauw.net.  The State web 
site is http://aauw-co.aauw.net; member password: sanderson1921. 

http://douglascounty-co.aauw.net
http://aauw-co.aauw.net
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Minutes Continued… 
 

Old Business 

Nominating Update 

The committee has nominated the following slate of officers for the next fiscal year: 

Co-Presidents        Doris MacDougall & Marcia Miller, Incoming Beryl Jacobson 

Program                  Peggy Servaas & Sue Elkins 

Membership            Kristen Sydney, Incoming: Dorothy Nugent 

Fund Raising          Julie Reagan and Stephanie Fong 

Secretary                Ruth Lundgren (2 year term) 

Treasurer                Marsha Johnson 

It was moved and seconded to accept the nominations.  The motion was carried by unanimous vote 

AAUW Equal Pay Day – April 14th 

There was a celebration of Lilly Ledbetter’s 77th birthday.  Still today women are paid $.78 to the $1.00 paid 
to male peers.  Support the Equal Pay Fairness Act. 

State Convention, Ft Collins – April 24th and 25th 

5 members have signed up to attend, possibly 6. 

National Convention, San Diego, CA in June 

No members have yet signed up to attend 

Reminder to vote for new national officers.  To vote online you need your member ID number and voter pin #.  

New Business 

Dues Payment Options               

Treasurer Marcia Johnson has set up an arrangement enabling members to renew their membership and 
pay dues online with a credit card or bank routing number.  This option should be available to members on 
April 19. It will be necessary to have your member ID number and a password.  Full instructions and expla-
nation will be in the May newsletter.  Checks and hard copy renewal forms are still acceptable.  Dues should 
be paid on or before the May meeting. 

December Social 

Beryl Jacobson will try to arrange to hold the December holiday party at the Castle Pines North Golf Club on 
the second Sunday in December. 

Miscellaneous 

Marcia Miller read  thank you notes from the Women’s Crises Center and the Task Force for donations that 
were made. 

Doris MacDougal recognized Helene Erhart as a life member since 1964. 

Marsha Johnson has set up online banking for our savings account, thus avoiding the $5.00 monthly fee. 

Doris requests that all officers and committee chairs submit an end of the year report for the May meeting. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 p.m. 
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Douglas County AAUW Budget Report  

April 25, 2015 

Marsha Johnson, Treasurer 

 

Our account balances are as follows: 

 

  SAVINGS:      $4293.32 

  RESTRICTED CHECKING: $  626.80 

  UNRESTRICTED CHECKING: $3508.21 

 

For those of you tracking account balances, there was a $5 service fee charged to our Savings Ac-
count for receiving a statement by mail.  The bank had not yet charged our other two accounts so I 
quickly processed online banking with Castle Rock Bank so that we would not lose $15/month in 
fees!  This change does not affect you as branch members but will make it easier for treasurers to 
transfer funds from one account to another when we write checks for scholarships/awards/
donations. 

 

We are winding down the fiscal year of 2014-2015.  If any of you have receipts for expenses and 
you would like to be reimbursed, please let me know.  I will be happy to take your receipts and write 
you a check at the May meeting! 

 

A few of our members are attending the state convention.  Please remember to keep your receipt 
for registration or make a copy of your registration information so that you can apply for reimburse-
ment.  Likewise, if you are considering attending the national convention in San Diego this June, the 
branch will reimburse a portion of your expenses.  Please contact me if you have questions. 

 

As presented at our April meeting, we will soon be able to process membership renewals online 
through the national website.  As of now, the Membership Payment Program (MPP) is now up and 
running.  Please see the instructions on the next page.  For those of you who still prefer to pay by 
check, no problem!  Please remit your dues to Pat Proctor by June 1

st
.   

 

“This looking business is risky.  Once I stood on a humped rock on nearby Purgatory Mountain, 
watching through binoculars the great autumn hawk migration below, until I discovered that I was in 
danger of joining the hawks on a vertical migration of my own.  I was used to binoculars, but not, 
apparently, to balancing on humped rocks while looking through them.” 
         ————Annie Dillard 
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AAUW Douglas County Branch Membership 
ONLINE Renewal 

 

Ladies, 

You will not believe how simple it is to renew your membership online. 
The entire process took me about 60 seconds. I do enter the Member-
ship  Database regularly so that might take a few minutes if you have 
not done before. 

If you have never gone to the national website before, you will need to 
register and create a password for yourself.  It has been 4 years since I’ve done this for myself so I 
apologize that I cannot give you  step by step directions.  You will need to navigate the website to 
register.  Once completed, your computer should recognize you each time you log in. 

 

You will need to know your Member ID to log in. If you need your number, email me and I can send 
to you. (mimifj714@aol.com) 

PROCESS: 

Go to the AAUW National Website: www.aauw.org Scroll to the bottom of the page and note MSD 
(Member Services Database) on the left. 

 

1. Enter the member database.  Notice at the top you can edit your contact information if you need 
to. This would make my job easier this summer but you would still have to alert the membership 
chair so the new information will appear in the directory. 

 

2. On the left, notice MEMBERSHIP PAYMENT PROGRAM (MPP). Click on the 1st selection                
(renew my membership).  The branch membership dues/state/national will appear. 

 

3. Select card type : Master Card, Visa, American Express, Discover  

 

4. Enter card information. Click NEXT in lower right corner. 

 

5. Review your entry information and SUBMIT! 

 

I received an email confirmation immediately! 

Let me know if you have questions! 

Marsha Johnson (Treasurer) 

303-814-8795 
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AAUW DOUGLAS COUNTY BRANCH RENEWAL  

& MEMBERSHP APPLICATION  2015-2016 

 

PLEASE CHECK ONE ______ New Member ______ Renewing Member 

Our fiscal and membership year runs from July 1 to June 30.  Memberships should be renewed by June 1 of 

each year.  Dues should be sent to the membership chairperson or paid in person at the May banquet.  Regular 

dues are $70 for 2015-2016. 

 

Name______________________ Spouse_____________________Birthday (month / day)__________________ 

My membership information is correct. yes / no (If not, make the following corrections):  

Address ____________________________________  City/Zip Code___________________________________ 

 

Telephone_________________ Cell ___________________ Email____________________________________ 

 

Membership Status (Please check one) ($49 National, $10 State, $11 Branch) 

______$70 Regular membership    ______$38 *Student Affiliate 

______$21 Life Member             ______$11 Dual member with another branch 

Please make checks payable to Douglas County AAUW and bring to the May meeting (to renew) or mail completed 
form to:       Pat Proctor 3160 Masters Point Drive, Castle Rock CO  80104     

New:  Complete information below. Renewals:  new information only. 
 

 
________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Please circle the following committees you would be willing to serve on. 

EF/LAF  By-Laws       Hospitality                  Diversity            Nominations 
Historian  Publicity      Scholarships     Newsletter          Public Policy 

Interest Groups  Fund Raising        High School Awards  

 

Beginning April 1, 2009 $46 of the $49 AAUW national member dues are tax deductible.  $3 goes to support your 
AAUW Lobby Corps and election-related activities, and therefore are not tax deductible. 

Please include this form with your dues payment to assure your inclusion in the directory. 

 

It is permissible to publish the above information in the Directory and short list which is distributed to the Douglas 
County membership.  CIRCLE ONE  Yes/No  

 

Signature________________________________________________ Date _________________ 

Universities attended/*Enrolled   Degree(s) earned Major Field of Study 
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AAUW ANNUAL MEETING 

Wednesday, May 20, 2015 

  6:00 P.M. 

At Louviers Club House 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The club house is about 20 minutes north west from Castle Rock.  Take Santa Fe and turn left at the 
Airport Road Stop Light.  Airport Rd becomes Louviers Blvd.  

 

Come enjoy an evening at the historic Louviers Club House.  We will be collecting $10.00 at the 
door to cover expenses for the buffet dinner that will be served.  Dinner will be followed by a pro-
gram on the history of Louviers, a typical company town, presented by Shawn Boyd, Douglas Public 
Libraries, History Department.  The meeting will conclude with the installation of officers for 2015 -
16. 

If you missed the sign up sheet at the April meeting, please call Beryl Jacobson at 303-688-8088 or 

e-mail beryljacobson@earthlink.net by May 19 so food can be purchased for you. 

mailto:beryljacobson@earthlink.net
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Dates to Remember...and more 

 

June 18-21, National Convention, San Diego, CA 

June 17, Transition Board Meeting  * 

August 19, Board Meeting * 

*  Time and location to be determined 

Next AAUW Newsletter will be the September issue 

 

2015 STEM AWARD RECIPIENTS 

On April 15th, three young women were 
honored by the DCAAUW Branch for their 
academic achievements.  Each received  
a check for $500 .  Pictured from left to 
right are Alyvia Hildebrand, Jenna 
Pluemer, and Paige Trexel 

 Alyvia Hildebrand 

Alyvia Hildebrand attends Castle View High School where 
she is  a STEM student.  She is described as a very bright 
student that works incredibly hard and competes well in a 
mostly male dominated environment (85% boys in STEM).  
Her physics teacher  says that her enthusiasm for lab work 
and problem solving is contagious.  In her Engineering III 
course, Alyvia mastered Solidworks, an industry leading en-
gineering CAD software package.  She also was certified in 
this area earning her credential with a perfect score.   

Alyvia handles stress and adversity well and accepts new 
challenges.   

Alyvia plans to attend CU Boulder in the fall.   



11 

Jenna Pluemer 

 

Jenna Pluemer attends Highlands Ranch High School.  She has dreams 
of developing more of the fracturing industry in Colorado and is really in-
terested in producing more Geothermal interest and industry in Colorado 
when she is finished with school.  Math and Science has been her pas-
sion.  She has taken College Algebra and Trigonometry, AP Biology, 
Chemistry, just to name a few.  Jenna is planning to get her Masters in 
Chemical Engineering.   

Jenna attended Career Day and shadowed a geophysi-
cist.  She has also worked with her father who is a geo-
physicist.   

Jenna plays softball and has a GPA of 3.8.  She plans to 
attend the University of Southern Alabama in the fall. 

 

Paige Trexel 

 

Paige Trexel attends Douglas County High School.  
She is described by her teachers as an outstanding 
math and science student.  In Math, she excelled in 
AP Calculus as well as both International Baccalau-
reate High Level Math and AP Statistics.  Her 
teacher says that Paige is always willing to help her 
student peers.  She has taken many levels of 
Chemistry at DCHS and when she exhausted what 
DCHS had to offer, she took classes elsewhere on her own.  Paige has 
a passion for learning; she looks at difficult situations as a challenge ra-
ther than as an obstacle.  Her enthusiasm for understanding concepts 
and making important intellectual connections is always evident.   

Paige will attend either Harvard or Cornell upon graduation from high 
school.     
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CALENDAR FOR ANY MONTH 

Questions contact Natalie Weber 303-688-4797 

Changes...Contact AAUW newsletter editors. 

SUN MON TUES WED THUR FRI SAT 

1
st
 

  

1
st
 

 

1
st 

 

1
st
 

Bridge- 

Singles  

6:30 pm 

(Doris Mac-
Dougall) 

1
st
 1

st
 1

st
 

B r i d g e - 
Couples 

6:30 pm 

(Margare t 
Boone) 

2
nd

 

  

2
nd

 

  

2
nd 

 

AM  

Book Club 

10 am 

Miller 

Library 

( K e n d r a 
O’Hayre) 

  

2
nd

 

 

Evening 

Book Club 

6:00 PM 

 

(Linda Wash-
burn) 

  

2
nd

 

  

2
nd

 

  

2
nd

 

3
rd

 

  

3
rd

 3
rd

 

D o m i n o 
Games 

1 pm 

Ann Aviles 

3
rd

 

AAUW Branch 

 6:30 pm 

PS Miller  

L i b r a r y 
( u s u a l l y )  
Check page 1 

3
rd

 

C o l o r a d o 
History /  

Culture Club 

Pat Proctor 

9:00 AM 

  

3
rd

 3
rd

 

4
th

 

  

4
th

 4
th

 

Mah Jongg 

1:00 PM 

Julie Reagan 

Susan Blackburn 

  

4
th

 

  

4
th

 4
th

 4
th

 

Any changes in 
the calendar 
are in RED! 
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Elected Board Members 

 

Current (2014-2015) 

 

Incoming (2015-2016) Advisor (Previous Year’s Officers
-2013/2014) 

 

Co-Presidents 

 

Jane Ott 303-688-3960 

janeo.crc@gmail.com 

Doris MacDougall 720-733-1892 

dorismacd@hotmail.com 

 

Marcia Miller 303-470-2844 

millermarcia@me.com 

 

 

 

Dianne Bailey 303-805-2380 

bailey.nyce@pcisys.net 

 

VP Program 

 

Peggy SerVaas 303-688-0525 

pservaas@kw.com 

Sue Goodrich 303-688-9719 

cosue62@gmail.com 

 

 

 

Pat Kammerling  

303-688-3408 

pskammerling@hotmail.com 

 

VP Membership 

 

Pat Proctor 

303-663-8032 

mpatproctor@msn.com, 

 

Kristin Sidney 

303-660-3346 

kwbhsid@gmail.com 

 

Ruth Lundgren 

303-663-0512 

jnr66@sbcglobal.net 

 

VP Fundraising 

 

Stephanie Fong 

303-663-8127 

S_fongAAUW@comcast.net 

Julie Reagan 303-688-0754 

juliereagan@aol.com 

  

Marcia Miller  

303-470-2844 

millermarcia@me.com 

 

 

 

Secretary (Two-year 
term) 

 

Suzanne LaRue(2013-2015) 

303-660-1646 

slarue@gmail.com 

  

 

Treasurer (2 year term) 

 

Marsha Johnson (2013-2015) 

303-814-8795; 303-619-5757  

mimifj714@aol.com  

 

Marsha Johnson (2013-2015) 

303-814-8795; 303-619-5757  

mimifj714@aol.com  

 

 

         

 

AAUW promotes equity for women and girls, life-long education and positive societal change.  In 
principle and practice, AAUW values and seeks a diverse membership.  There shall be no barrier to 
full participation in the organization on the basis of gender, race, creed, age, sexual orientation, 
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AAUW-Douglas County Branch 

Chavez & Altschuld , Editors 

1466 Scott Canyon Lane 

Castle Rock, CO 80104 


