
	  	  	  	  
Douglas County AAUW 

www.douglascounty-co.aauw.net 

  

 

Holiday Party 

The Ridge at Castle 
Pines North 

December 10 

3:00 – 6:00 PM 

 

“AAUW advances equity for women and girls through    
 advocacy, education, philanthropy, and research.” Volume 17 Issue 4 

Editors	  
	  

Submit	  to	  Kathy	  Chavez	  	  
and	  Nedda	  Altschuld	  by	  
the	  25th	  of	  the	  month.	  

December 2016 
CULTURE GROUP TOURS 
DENVER PUBLIC LIBRARY 

 
It was a lovely day visiting the Denver Public Library. 
Of special interest was the Emily Griffith display and 
visit with James Jefferey in the Genealogy 
Department. Lots, lots more!  

 
Pat Proctor, Sandy 
Monticello, Pat Kammerling, 
Kendra O’Hayre, Stephanie 
Fong, Carol Marshall, Julie 
Reagan, Mary Turner, Beryl 
Jacobson, Joanne McCall 
 
	  

Pictures	  by	  Marcia	  Miller	  

 James Jefferey in the 
Genealogy Department 
talks to group.  
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If the November 8th election has taught us anything, it’s that AAUW’s nonpartisan 
leadership and research based advocacy is needed now more than ever.  According 
to Lisa Maatz, AAUW’s Vice President of Government Relations and Advocacy, the 
real work begins to find common ground with the Trump administration and the new 
Congress on issues that are important to women and families.  Women want 
progress on issues that affect them and AAUW intends to be a valued ally and fierce 
critic, depending on what is warranted.  Maatz vows that in true AAUW fashion, we 
will not hesitate to speak truth to power. 

Election 2016 touched on many issues that affect women and families at every level:  
local, state and federal.  We still face congressional gridlock over the Paycheck 
Fairness Act resulting in more states taking matters into their own hands to work 
toward equal pay.  In Colorado, we did vote to raise our states minimum wage.  
Students are still waiting for real action on college affordability and high student debt, 
and expect a continued commitment to combating campus sexual assault.  Working 
families are still looking for good jobs with paid family and medical leave and other 
workplace equity policies. 

Maatz feels that candidates must now work to deliver on their promises.  She feels 
that women voters expect our newly elected officials to work together on solutions.  
AAUW believes democracy demands work every day of the year, and hyperpartisan 
rhetoric only damages the chances for reasonable consensus.  She believes that we 
have laid out our priorities and we will work together to hold each and every 
candidate accountable.    We can do this by signing up for Action Network, AAUW’s 
e-advocacy effort, that sends e-mail notices to us to contact our elected officials on 
issues important to women and families.   We can also do this by looking over the 
2017 – 2019 proposed Public Policy Program and letting Diane Norton, our affiliates 
Public Policy chair know if we would like to see changes in our national priorities in 
the years ahead.  The comment period closes December 5th. 

AAUW’s campaign to get out the vote could have been a contributing factor to the 
highest number of women in history serving in the U.S. Senate.  In 2017, there will 
be 21.  The senate will also have a record number of women of color. 

(Continued on the next page) 
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(Co-President’s Message Continued) 

 

A big thank you to our program committee for arranging speakers from COVA, 
Colorado Organization for Victim Assistance, for our November meeting.  Members 
of a local group, Love 146, joined us for the presentation.  They are also working to 
better the lives of women and children in Douglas County and the state by learning 
about Human Trafficking and how victims can be assisted.  We learned that COVA 
provides extensive direct primary case management and coordinated case 
management with other programs as well as training for law enforcement and 
community groups.  Case management includes helping victims with housing 
referrals, resources to assist with food, clothing and transportation, phones, 
referrals for medical and mental health services, referrals for legal assistance, 
support in gaining additional education, referrals to job training programs  and 
support in applying for Address Confidentiality.   

We received a handout from Polaris, a national organization working to stop 
Human Trafficking.  Google it and search for Recognizing the Signs if you suspect 
you have encountered someone that is a victim.  With this knowledge, if you 
become more suspicious, you can call the Colorado Network to End Human 
Trafficking Hotline at 1-866-455-5075. 

Colorado Gives Day is December 6th.  It is an easy way to contribute to COVA to 
help it carry out the important work it does to aid victims. 

I’m looking forward to our Holiday Party at The Ridge at Castle Pines North.  It will 
be an enjoyable afternoon visiting with friends, listening to violin music provided by 
our member Kristin Sydney’s daughter and her friend and bidding on Silent Auction 
items with the proceeds going toward our scholarships and awards.  

Hirotsune Takahashi, Human Trafficking case Manager, COVA 

Angelika Carnes, LCSW, Human Trafficking Program Manager, 
COVA, Executive Director, Rivonia, Inc.   
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AAUW MINUTES 

November 16, 2016 

Ruth Lundgren, Secretary 

 
Julie Reagan introduced our speakers for the night.  They were Angelika Carnes and Hirotsune 
Takahashi  from COVA: Colorado Organization for Victim Assistance.  They gave an insightful 
program on Human Trafficking that includes labor and sex trafficking and also some ways we can 
help with the problem. 
 
The business meeting was called to order at 7:50 p.m. by co president Marcia Miller. 
 
SECRETARY’S MINUTES: 
Ginger Allspice moved; Jane Ott seconded the October minutes be approved.  The minutes were 
approved. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT: 
The treasurer’s report was approved.  There was a check from King Sooper’s for $320 this month. 
 
MEMBERSHIP: 
Dorothy Nugent had visitors introduced.  Colorado Membership Committee is planning to visit our 
meeting in February since they were unable to come to the November meeting. 
 
PROGRAM: 
There will be no meeting in January. 
Diane Norten announced that the speaker in February will be from the Women’s Coalition.  She will 
be speaking about women from the Colorado Women’s Hall of Fame.  An interesting fact:  two 
Colorado women are in the National Women’s Hall of Fame.   
 
INTEREST GROUPS: 
The History and Culture Group is touring the Denver Public Library November 17th. 
The History and Culture Group is having tea at the Brown Palace December 1st. 
The Breakfast Group is meeting at Pegasus the second Friday of the month at 8:00 a.m. 
 
PUBLIC POLICY: 
Public Policy day is February 4th at Lone Tree Marriott. 
 
The Holiday Celebration is Saturday, December 10th from 3:00-6:00p.m. The deadline for 
reservations is December 1st.  There will be no refunds. 
If you have Silent Auction items, please get them to Doris MacDougall by Monday, December 5th. 
 
Diane Norten gave a brief explanation of the LAF area of the AAUW Funds.  She also reminded the 
members that personal donations need to be made to AAUW Funds by December 31st. 
 
Ginger Allspach gave the suggestion that when making local donations, give them in recognition or 
honor of Douglas County AAUW. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:15p.m. 
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AAUW Mah Jongg 
(Submitted by Mary Turner) 

 
The Mah Jongg group meets monthly, the 4th Tuesday of the month and rotate in-
home hostesses.  We are a laid back group and welcome new members at any level 
including those who would want to learn the fun game.  Typically we have 4-8 players 
and ride sharing is arranged as needed between members.  Most members currently 
live in the Castle Rock area but we also have members in Larkspur.   

(Left to right) 

Margaret Boone, Gloria Payne, Karen Mosel.  Pat Paul, Mary Turner 

Not all members are photographed! 

GIFT CARDS FOR GIFTS!  
AND YOU! 

 

 

Please, please, please let me know right away if you are in need of any King 
Sooper's and/or Safeway-Albertson’s gift cards for gifts or for yourself! 
These make great gifts for relatives and the housekeeper and others! I need 
to order the cards in time for you to get them before the holidays.  

Remember, this is a great fundraiser for us and FREE MONEY! They make 
great gifts and are good everywhere there is a Kroger or Albertson’s affiliate, 
such as City Market and Safeway. Lots more places too. Also, cards are 
good for gas at Safeway or King Sooper’s gas stations. (I believe Loaf & Jug 
still takes the King Sooper’s card.) Email me at millermarcia@me.com if you 
need cards. Many thanks!!! Marcia 
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Wins for Women and Working Families 
(Submitted by Diane Norten) 

 
AAUW is committed to promoting the economic, social, and physical well-being 
of all persons and we were pleased to see several worker-friendly policies 
advanced around the country. 
 
Voters in four states elected to give workers a raise. Arizona and Maine both 
voted to increase the minimum wage to at least $12 an hour by 2020, while 
Washington approved a raise to $13.50 an hour by 2020 and Colorado called 
for $12 by 2020 with the wage tied to the cost of living after that. In South 
Dakota, a ballot initiative that would have lowered the minimum wage for non-
tipped employees under 18 was soundly rejected by 70 percent of voters. 
 
The Arizona and Washington measures also extended paid sick leave to many 
workers. Employees in Washington will accrue one hour of paid sick leave for 
every 40 hours worked beginning in 2018, while in Arizona employees will earn 
one hour of paid sick time for every 30 hours worked, with limits based upon 
the size of the employer. 

	  

Spotlight on Membership 

Our new member, Sandy Shaneyfelt, has lived in the Woodlands in Castle Rock for 30 
years and with retirement has found time to belong to AAUW.  A member of a homestead 
family in western Nebraska, she moved to Lincoln to begin University.  After one year, 
she took a break from her studies to get married and then stayed home raising three 
sons.  When they went off to college, she did too enrolling in McCook, Nebraska and then 
moving by herself to complete her degree in Accounting at the University of Nebraska.  
When she finished her M.S. and CPA exams, she moved to be with her husband Bill who 
supervised installation of microwave towers in the Metro area.  She joined the Denver 
accounting firm of Haskins and Associates and has worked for them since 1986.  They 
specialize in audits and tax preparation for small businesses and nonprofits.  She still 
does consulting work for them.   She is proud of her sons.  Rick is CFO of a small 
company in Omaha, Marty is a nuclear engineer at Sandia in Albuquerque and Todd is a 
software engineer in Phoenix.  They have given her 8 grandchildren ranging in age from 
12 to 25.  Sandy loves to read and discuss what she has read especially young adult 
books with her grandchildren.  We welcome her to our book club and to our affiliate.  

(Submitted by Beryl Jacobson) 
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Ruth  Jefferson  is  a  labor and delivery nurse at a Connecticut hospital with more 

than twenty years’ experience. During her shift, Ruth begins a routine checkup on a newborn, only 
to be told a few minutes later that she’s been reassigned to another patient. The parents are white 
supremacists and don’t want Ruth, who is African American, to touch their child. The hospital 
complies with their request, but the next day, the baby goes into cardiac distress while Ruth is alone 
in the nursery. Does she obey orders or does she intervene? 
 
Ruth hesitates before performing CPR and, as a result, is charged with a serious crime. Kennedy 
McQuarrie, a white public defender, takes her case but gives unexpected advice: Kennedy insists 
that mentioning race in the courtroom is not a winning strategy. Conflicted by Kennedy’s counsel, 
Ruth tries to keep life as normal as possible for her family—especially her teenage son—as the case 
becomes a media sensation. As the trial moves forward,  Ruth  and  Kennedy  must  gain  each  other’s  
trust,  and  come  to  see  that  what  they’ve  been  taught  their  whole  lives  about  others—and  
themselves—might  be  wrong.  
  
With  incredible  empathy,  intelligence,  and  candor,  Jodi  Picoult  tackles  race,  privilege,  prejudice,  
justice,  and  compassion—and  doesn’t  offer  easy  answers.  Small  Great  Things  is  a  remarkable  
achievement  from  a  writer  at  the  top  of  her  game. 

(Amazon review) 

	  

	  

Douglas County AAUW Budget Report – November 25, 2016 

Marsha Johnson, Treasurer 

 

Our account balances are as follows: 

  SAVINGS:      $4299.78 

  RESTRICTED CHECKING:  $1338.04 

  UNRESTRICTED CHECKING: $4330.88 

We earned $320 from our King Soopers fundraising efforts . . . continuing to eat well to benefit 
others!  A reminder that these gift cards make wonderful holiday gifts to family and friends. 

In December I will be making our club’s annual contribution to the national AAUW Fund that benefits 
women in so many areas.  Please search the AAUW website if you are interested in making a 
personal contribution.  Several of our members participate annually.  If you have questions, please 
contact me. 
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February 2017 Douglas County AAUW Meeting 

 

 

THE COLORADO WOMEN’S HALL OF FAME 

 

Featured speaker is Christie Doherty.  Christie is a Board Member of the 
Hall of Fame and currently serves as the chair of the Women’s 
Collaborative of Colorado. 

 

The Hall is dedicated to recognizing and preserving the history of the 
accomplishments of past and present Colorado women and is dedicated to 
ensuring that their achievements will not be forgotten. An induction 
ceremony is held every two years to recognize outstanding women. 

The Hall tells the stories of the women who shaped our state and the 
nation’s history with courage, leadership, intelligence, compassion and 
creativity. The women come from diverse backgrounds and have wonderful 
stories to tell about their accomplishments. We will learn about the Hall 
history, how to make nominations, and identify AAUW members who are 
already a part of the Hall. 
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• December 10, 2016, Holiday Party:  The Ridge at Castle Pines NORTH   
1414 Castle Pines Parkway, Castle Pines 

• February 4, 2017, Public Policy Day at the Marriott Denver South, Lone 
Tree 

• April 4, 2017, Equal Pay Day 
• April 28-29, 2017, AAUW Colorado State Convention, Colorado Springs 
• June 14-17, 2017, 2017 National Convention in Washington DC 
 

 

Dates to Remember 

 

Directions to the Holiday Party 

	  
From	  Colorado	  Springs:	  	  
Take	  I-‐‑25	  North	  to	  Exit	  188	  (Castle	  Pines	  Parkway).	  Turn	  left	  and	  go	  
West	  2	  miles	  until	  you	  see	  the	  club	  house	  on	  the	  left	  side	  of	  the	  road.	  	  
	  
From	  Downtown	  Denver:	  	  
Go	  to	  I-‐‑25	  and	  head	  South	  until	  you	  reach	  Exit	  188	  (Castle	  Pines	  
Parkway),	  turn	  right	  and	  go	  West	  2	  miles	  until	  you	  see	  the	  club	  house	  
on	  the	  left	  side	  of	  the	  road.	  	  

	  
AAUW Cheer of the Week 

 

In 2017, there will be 21 women serving in the U.S. Senate—the highest 
number in history.  The chamber will also feature a record number of women 
of color.  Senators-elect, Tammy Duckworth  (D-IL), Catherine Cortez Masto 
(D-NV), and Kamala Harris (D-CA) made history by becoming the first Thai 
American, first Latina, and first biracial woman, respectively to serve in the 
U.S. Senate.   
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December 10 3-6 PM  The Ridge in Castle Pines NORTH 

      1414 Castle Pines Parkway 

      Holiday Party and Silent Auction 

January 2017    NO MEETING 

February 15 6:30 PM    PS Miller Library 

      Colorado Women’s Hall of Fame 

 

March 15  9:30 AM  PS Miller Library 

      Papua New Guinea—Pat Paul 

Experiences in the Land of the 
Unexpected  

 

April 19  6:30 PM  PS Miller Library 

      High School STEM Awards 

May 17  6:30 PM  PS Miller Library 

      Annual Review Meeting and Potluck                

	   “I like to compare the holiday season with the way a child listens 
to a favorite story. The pleasure is in the familiar way the story 
begins, the anticipation of familiar turns it takes, the familiar 
moments of suspense, and the familiar climax and ending.”   

Fred Rogers 
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Sunday	   Monday	   Tuesday	   Wednesday	   Thursday	   Friday	   Saturday	  

1st	  	  	  Sunday	   1st	  	  	  Monday	   1st	  	  	  Tuesday	   1st	  	  Wednesday	  

	  

	  Ladies	  
Evening	  
Bridge	  	  

6:30	  PM	  

(Marsha	  
Johnson)	  

1st	  	  	  Thursday	   1st	  	  Friday	   1st	  	  	  Saturday	  

	  

Bridge	  
Couples	  

6:30	  PM	  

(Margaret	  
Boone)	  

2nd	   2nd	   2nd	  	  	  

	  

AM	  Book	  
Club	  

10	  AM	  
Miller	  
Library	  
(Kendra	  
O’Hayre)	  

2nd	  

	  

Evening	  
Book	  Club	  
6:00	  PM	  

	  

(Linda	  
Washburn)	  

2nd	   2nd	  

	  

Breakfast	  

Bunch	  

8:30	  AM	  

Pegasus	  

(Ginger	  
Allspach)	  

2nd	  

	  

3rd	   3rd	  

	  

3rd	  

Domino	  
Games	  1	  PM	  
(Natalie	  
Weber)	  

3rd	  

AAUW	  
Branch	  

	  6:30	  PM	  	  

PS	  Miller	  
Library	  
(Usually)	  

Check	  Page	  
1	  

3rd	  

Colorado	  
History/Culture	  
Club	  

	  

9	  AM	  

(TBD)	  

3rd	   3rd	  

	  

4th	  

	  

	  

4th	   4th	  

	  

Mah	  Jongg	  

1:00	  PM	  

(Julie	  
Reagan	  &	  
Susan	  
Blackburn)	  

4th	   4th	   4th	   4th	  

	  

	  

	  

CALENDAR	  FOR	  ANY	  MONTH	  

Questions?	  	  Please	  contact	  
Natalie	  Weber	  	  

	  

Changes…Contact	  AAUW	  
newsletter	  editors.	  
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AAUW promotes equity for women and girls, life-long education and positive 
societal change. In principle and practice, AAUW values and seeks a diverse 
membership. There shall be no barrier to full participation in the organization on 
the basis of gender, race, creed, age, sexual orientation, class, national origin, or 
disability.	  

Elected Board Members     Current (2016-2017)  

Committee   
   

Public Policy/AAUW Funds Diane Norten, Chair 

Bylaws Carol Marshall, Chair 

Historian Carol Murphy, Chair 

Communications 

(Newsletter/Directory/Website) 

Kathy Chavez, Chair 

Nedda Altschuld VC 

Scholarships/Awards 

 

 

Suzanne Kroepsch, Chair, HS Awards 

Kendra O’Hayre, VC Scholarships 

 

 

Social 

(Interest Groups/Hospitality) 

Natalie Weber, Chair 

Mary Turner, VC Hospitality                          
Pat Smith, Hospitality 

2016-2017 Standing Committee Chairs are Voting 
Members of the Board.  Vice Chairs (VC) vote in the 
absence of the Chair. 

	  
Co-Presidents        Beryl Jacobson   

         Marcia Miller     

VP Program        Julie Reagan     

VP Membership       Dorothy Nugent   

Secretary (2 year term)      Ruth Lundgren    

Treasurer (2 year term)      Marsha Johnson 

Social Interest Group/Hospitality   Natalie Weber, Chair 

       Mary Turner, VC Hospitality 

       Pat Smith Hospitality 

       Susan Bowie, Committee Member, Hospitality 

 


